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these holy but arduous missions. God grant that in
them may long remain, and die, the useless servant
of the missions, Francgois, S.J.”

CLXXI. Gravier writes to the late bishop, Laval
(September 16, 1697), thanking him for his kind
interest in the Western missions, but complaining
that Frontenac has driven him and Pinet from their
mission at Chicago. He asks Laval to induce St.
Vallier to reinstate Pinet in that mission. He also
expresses profuse thanks to Laval for the latter’s
offering to the Illinois mission of silver utensils for
the altar—for which Laval has given ‘‘ almost all
his own plate.”’

Again (September 20, 1698) Gravier writes to
Laval to announce the arrival at Mackinac of the
priests sent to the Western missions by the Seminary
of Quebec. He and his brethren will aid these new
missionaries to the best of their ability.

CLXXII. Julien Binneteau, who is stationed in
the Illinois mission, writes to a friend (about January,
1699) regarding his difficulties with the Indian medi-
cine-men. They are, however, ‘‘ polite to the
missionaries; '’ and some of them even resort to the
Fathers in illness. The young men are as averse as
the medicine-men to the new religion, as it is a
check to their licentious lives; but the women are
well inclined to the truth, and show great constancy
in maintaining their profession. The Father praises
certain pious families, who ‘‘ would be a good ex-
ample to the best regulated households in France."
He eulogizes the abilities and zeal of his colleague,
Gabriel Marest, who ‘‘is doing wonders.”” They
have three chapels, and are busily occupied in this
large village. Binneteau mentions a visit that he



